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Come Along and Join The Fun
The More Boats The Better
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`Ahoy’ From The Commodore  

Ahoy Folks

We are now well into the sailing season and things are happening at the club, coaching is in full swing, cruiser 
racing is back on a Friday night and the weekend racing calendar is well under way. Hope you can come and 
join us on the start line, or pop along to the coaching to brush up on your sailing skills.

We hosted another Brown Cup over the weekend and again this was a great success with 46 boats booked for 
the training weekend and 85 for the racing. The competition was hot, with our very own Aaron Murray only 
missing out on a first prize on count back. Again, this event was supported by lots of club volunteers, without  
which it would not have taken place. I would like to say a big thanks to all that gave up their time to make this 
possible. Along with the preparation, race hut and rescue cover, we also had a lot of people who helped out in 
the kitchen to ensure that everyone stayed fed, so thanks again to all who were involved. This is one of the 
biggest events for the club and is how a lot of people recognise LESC. We had a steady stream of happy 
children and parents who can all testify to how worthwhile this event is.

Those of you who have cruisers will see there has been a major overhaul of the raft. It was starting to show it's 
age and at the start of the season it was stripped and rebuilt with some major welding and woodwork. I would  
like to thank all those involved in this major undertaking and I am sure that this will see us though the next 
decade with minimal attention.

Keep your eyes open for the monthly social events, these will be posted in the club house and the last two have  
been great fun, so well worth coming along.

As always, this is your club, so if you have thoughts or suggestions please speak to me or one of the committee.  
Always glad to receive feedback.

Martin Brown
Commodore

More on the Brown Cup from Moira the Pinny Monitor!
A massive “thank you” to all of our kitchen helpers for assisting in making the Brown Cup once again such a 
success.  To all of the soup makers...(including the commodore), the home baker and all the people who took a 
turn with the bacon rolls, soup, toasties, tuck shop and doing the running and buying for the weekend.  With the 
passing of time, like childbirth, you will have forgotten the pain and look forward to a rerun next year. 
PS Next Years Rota is on the Board!!!
Only kiddin!
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RACING SECRETARY’S REPORT
It’s nice to be writing this Breeze report in the beautiful surroundings of the clubhouse, with the Brown Cup Training 
going on all around.  There is a real buzz about the club, coaching, catering, children (lots of those) and even some  
cruising, all at full tilt. If only there was some sunshine to go with it!

And talking of buzz, the club sailing during April and May has also been lively. There were lots of entries in the April  
series, well done to those who braved the cold, and there were a fair few! The First Fling was a great success thanks  
to a great level of entries and of course the supporting cast in the kitchen, the race box and the rescue boats.  May  
saw another month of well attended cup and series racing.  And, the cruisers’ Friday night sailing is off to a very 
encouraging start.  All are welcome to participate - see John McDonald, Cruiser Fleet Captain, if  you have any  
queries.

So our season has started well, but there is still much to look forward to during the summer.  For the younger sailors  
there is a busy programme of training, coaching and junior racing going on.  For the rest of us there is series and cup 
racing.  For those who can’t always manage a full month of series racing, it’s worth noting that July is packed with 
cup weekends.  There is the Sturrock Cup, Fascally Bowl, Enterprise Cup and the Lochearnhead Race.

Keep an eye out for my monthly updates by email. I’ll keep you up to date with exactly what’s coming up, and gently  
remind those who have OOD duties upcoming!
It’s your club, and I’d encourage everyone to make the most of what’s on offer. So, as is often said, please come along  
and be a part of it, the water is lovely

Alan McDonald
Racing Secretary

            

Brown Cup Laser and Opi coaching
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Remember that you can have extra cruiser race practice on Friday nights.  See the dates 
below. We aim to start at 7.00 p.m. and take advantage of the light nights. We would 
appreciate feedback as the season goes on.  A few boats were out on Friday night before 
the Brown Cup and a very enjoyable time was had by all.  These are the dates so far until  
we see what the entries are:-

15.06.12
29.06.12
13.07.12
27.07.12

I look forward to seeing everybody on the water.

A big thank you to the following people for their help and assistance on a fantastic job 
with the mooring raft, Eamon Mc Gowan, Martin Black, Dougie Reid, Tony and Ann 
Caudrey.

John G. McDonald
Cruiser Captain
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It's funny to think that just a few short years ago the Murray family would pack up 
the car and head off to Loch Earn every single Friday night of the sailing season 
with  a  'no  summer  friends'  rule,  just  the  LESC  family  for  six  months!
 
Really it all started when granddad John had the idea to get a Topaz Taz for his 
grandchildren.  KALL  (Kelsa,  Aaron,  Louise,  Linzi)  was  launched  with  great 
excitement and anticipation (and capsizes!) in 2005.
 
Around that  time a group of  enthusiastic  sailing club dads thought they should 
encourage  the  club  juniors  (Taits,  Champions,  Marshalls,  Forsyths,  Blacks, 
McDonalds et al) to get out on the water every Sunday morning.  Aaron would jump 
on board Kall with his dad and practise.  Junior racing then started to become quite 
competitive,  and more trophies  appeared -  Spooky Magic  and John McDonald 
trophies as well as the Brown Cup and Robertson Cup.

 
Soon it occurred to Aaron that he had a real disadvantage on Kall which meant he 
was always trailing the fleet, so he threw dad overboard and sailed on.  In light 
winds he went like a rocket and the Taz handicap was, every now and again, a 
thorn in the side of those Toppers who had finished races well ahead of him.  In 
2006 he went on to win his first LESC trophy - the Robertson Cup in the Taz.  
 
Sunday  mornings  had  continued  to  develop  and  by  then  the  instructors  and 
coaches had taken it to the next stage.  Before it had mainly been the boys but  
there  were  girls  appearing  each  week  too.   After  Training  Week  the  following 
summer Aaron had been watching Graham McCubbin out  sailing midweek and 
asked if he could join in.  Next thing we knew the Taz was old news and Cammy 
was off down south to pick up a racing Topper!

At the end of the club sailing season Aaron found he was not content on dry land 
asked if he could join East Squad training at Port Edgar and sail his Topper in the  
winter. Brrr.
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Continued/ …
 
Next the Loch Earn juniors went on tour to compete in a Scottish Topper Traveller 
at Loch Venacher to see just how they would perform in amongst the other Topper 
sailors.  It was round about that time that Aaron mentioned he would like to apply to 
join the Scotland Squad.  So he did, then sailed at the Zone Championships at 
Largs finishing 10th out of 22 boats.  Not a bad result for a rookie ten year old.
 
He has served four years in the Scotland Squad and is in his second season with 
the RYA Topper GBR Intermediate Squad.  He sails every weekend of the year 
now, and school holidays are filled with coached sailing camps.  He travels around 
15,000 miles each year to compete events from Hayling Island, Pwllheli, Rutland, in 
the south to Chanonry in the north.

He lists  his  best  results,  as well  as the Robertson Cup back in  2006,  Scottish 
Topper Champion 2010, RYA Scotland Zone Champion 2011, 38th in the Topper 
World Championships 2011, and just  a few weeks ago he came 4th in the UK 
Topper Inlands out of 220 boats.
 
This is all testimony to the great coaching and support from Loch Earn. Of course 
Aaron's not the only one, Jordan Black and Calum Tait are also on a journey flying  
the flag with great results and have current Squad memberships.  The skills that all  
of our juniors have learned at LESC will stand them in good stead for the future no 
matter how far they go with their sailing.
 
This is Aaron's last season in the Topper because he's 15 in October.  He moves 
out of junior sailing and progresses into the youth class.  For now we pack the 
motor  home  and  often  leave  on  Friday  mornings  heading  for  far  flung  sailing 
venues ( Linzi and Rhu too) to meet the Topper family for the weekend.  Sadly we 
have to accept that we can only occasionally visit Loch Earn at the moment.
 
I won't deny that along the way there have been many highs and lows.  There were 
times when we thought our finger nails would just never grow again because we 
had stood on the shore watching through the 'torture tubes' (binoculars) but we are 
still proud.  If you'd have told me back in 2005 when we launched the Taz where 
we would be now - I'd never have believed it.  And where will it end?  Aaron is 
currently transitioning into the 29er, crewing for fellow squaddie Lewis Marr from 
Kilmalcolm, and the Murray family are back on the road again!

Barbara Murray
(A Very Proud Mummy)
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Caravan Convenor’s Report

The sailing season is well  underway and as nothing stands still  at LESC there have been a few 
beneficial changes.  The code entrance to the Clubhouse! Gone are the days when you arrive without  
the key for access, now it is a memory game.  Thanks to Paul Seamark for fitting this security door  
lock.  Another boon has been the chest freezer, which is situated in Ali’s Palais.  This was donated by 
Tony Rogerson and is for freezer ice packs only.  Outside the office is a swanky fridge/freezer, which  
was donated by John and Margaret McDonald.  All we need now is some brilliant temperatures as we  
are much better prepared to cope with sizzling weather.
 
Tim Parkinson was alarmed by the winter erosion on his front site and has had his beach landscaped 
with alder bushes.  The drainage project at Bruce Paterson’s area of the site has been a real success 
and cured the prospect of this area developing into a bog – so much so that Tommy Taylor had a 
village of his family camping there for the Diamond Jubilee weekend and it was actually possible –  
previously one could not walk there.
 
The bonfire site has been cleared and re-seeded so no more field fires this season. It was done later  
than planned but one golfing member suggested a notice ‘G.U.R.’ is erected on the black circle.  
 
The Club has invested in a new sit on mower.  The areas of grounds maintenance just seem to grow 
with every new development and we really value and need members to do their bit. I am told this new 
mower has a few idiosyncrasies so if  the existing team and any new volunteers contact Eamon 
McGowan, that would be wonderful.  The Club also have a petrol strimmer and the daffodils are dying  
back  –  again  any  members  who  wish  to  assist  please  contact  Eamon  or  Agnes  Murray.
 
The alder trees around the sails container were removed this winter for safety reasons. It is planned  
to enhance the area with more gravel chips as the entrance is looking tired and worn.  The round 
flower bed is looking good with the rhododendrons in bloom and thanks to Mary Moffett who put in  
many back breaking hours weeding and planting perennials.

The 32nd caravan site has been awarded to Graham and Fiona McCubbin on which they have sited  
a touring caravan.
 
Now the poacher turning gamekeeper – DOGS – please obey the dog rules that apply everywhere.
 
And finally … this will be an exciting year for Gordon and Elspeth McGeorge who will become first-
time grandparents in August, and then again in September as both daughters, Lynne and Susan, are 
expecting.

Agnes Murray
Caravan Convener
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                              A special thanks to Andy Anderson, one of our cruiser sailors and the proprietor 
                       of Comrie Antiques for the repair and extension of the footpath around the race 
                       hut.  Andy carried out this work in thanks for the assistance he received from 
                       other club members in helping him to lay his mooring.
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

For the 2011 season we had a total of 
123 memberships. As of 1st June 2012 
we have  128 memberships.  Of  these 
24  members  have  not  yet  paid  their 
fees  in  full.  There  have  been  6 
resignations and 13 new memberships.

RESIGNATIONS

The  following  have  resigned  their 
memberships  this  year;  David 
Paterson,  David  Ponsonby,  Stephen 
Kinge,  Zoe  Kemp,  Brian  Finnie  & 
Richard Haylock.

NEW MEMBERSHIPS

We  welcome  the  following  new 
memberships  for  2012;  Richard 
MacIntyre,  Alexander  Walker,  Craig 
Pagett, Kirsten Forsyth (changed from 
family  to  student  membership), 
Maureen Scott-Angel  (Changed from 
family  to  non-sailing  membership), 
P.Halley,  Angela  Gregg,  Kathleen 
Fraser,  Sven  MacAuley,  Caitlin 
Gilmour,  Martin  Johnston,  John 
Wilkie  &  Andrew  Hughes  who  is 
taking over from Richard Haylock as 
the  representative  of  Glenalmond 
College Sailing Club. 

LAPSED MEMBERSHIPS

The  following  memberships  lapsed 
last  year.  Douglas  Gilmour,  Martin 
Kilpatrick,  John  Tripp,  Geofrey 
Hardman-Carter,  Ed & Alex Graham 
& John Perrins.

Reminders
LOCKERS

The full list of locker users is displayed on 
the notice board and in the workshop. At 
present  there is  one free locker.  Anyone 
who  wants  a  locker,  please  contact  the 
secretary.

RUBBER DINGHY STORAGE

Rubber  dinghies  are  now stored  only in 
the  Rubber  Duck  Shed  /  Gentleman's 
Club.  There is  still  space in  this  shed if 
anyone needs it.

ABANDONED BOATS

The committee has been actively trying to 
sort out the number of "abandoned" boats 
and  trailers  around  the  club.  We  are 
progressing  slowly  but  surely.  The  boat 
which  was abandoned on the slipway at 
the  end of  the  2010 season was  sold  to 
Dougie Reid who is now in the process of 
making  it  seaworthy  again.  The  red 
Yeoman  which  previously  belonged  to 
Peter  Dix  has  been  purchased  by  Hugh 
Simpson and repairs are progressing well. 
There are a number of other scrap boats 
and trailers lying in the club grounds and 
we intend to dispose of them as soon as 
we  can  determine  ownership.  If  any 
member  wants  to  claim  ownership  of 
these items, please contact the secretary as 
soon as possible.



Alison  and  Catriona  Paton  were  lucky  to  get  the  opportunity  to  meet  double 
Olympic Gold medal winner, Shirley Robertson at pre- Olympic Promotional event 
in Carlisle on 18TH May.  They were able to hold her 2 Gold medals, listened to very 
inspirational talk and Catriona asked for her autograph!
 
During an informal chat with Shirley, we mentioned that we have an increasing 
number  of  Europe  sailors  at LESC,  she laughed  when she  said  "that  most  are 
probably using her old boat parts"!!!
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FOR SALE

ROWING DINGHY

Approx 2.50m long, 1.20m wide. Green Hull,  white interior.   Two oars included (no rowlocks).  Transom 
reinforced to take outboard motor.  One thwart. 

To be sold as seen.  No warranty as to condition.  This dinghy is being sold by Loch Earn Sailing Club as  
abandoned property.  It was previously owned by a former member and is being sold to cover outstanding fees 
owed to the Club.  The dinghy is presently lying on the beach to the north of the dinghy park at the Club and is 
open to inspection at any time.  It has started to rot around the gunwhales and the keel area is suspect.  It is in  
need of repair to make it seaworthy and usable.

Any and all offers to be made in writing to the Honorary Secretary by 1ST August.  After this date it will be 
advertised outside of the Club.

From The Editor 

Hi  Folks,  second  Breeze  already,  the  season  is  in  full  swing  now.   What  a  highly  enjoyable,  
successful Brown Cup.  I would like to take this opportunity to say congratulations to “Moira the Pinny 
Monitor” on a really successful catering event this year, best yet and I loved my very own special  
pinny !!!  Two social events were enjoyed by many with more in the pipe line.  

If you have anything you would like included in the Breeze or you think your fellow members would  
like to read, please don’t hesitate to contact me or email  me your items for inclusion.  My email  
address is: sherries0912@hotmail.com.  

I would like to thank the following people for the kind use of their photographs in this edition; Alan  
MacDonald, Fiona Paton and Barbara Murray.
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And Finally:-

Anyone in any doubt that sailing skills don’t run in families, 
please see the following photograph where navigation skills 
are aptly demonstrated by Linzi Murray

Until next time, happy sailing peeps  
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This is 
port side 
Craig, this 
is the way 
to go !
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